
Kitchen wall tile ideas – 
bring colour, pattern and 
style to vertical surfaces 

Be inspired by these kitchen wall tile ideas and transform 
backsplashes, walls and even islands 
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Kitchen wall tile ideas are full of potential. Whether they create a backsplash 
or cover a wall they can make a striking impression or add subtle pattern, 
texture, shine or color to the room. 

Your kitchen tile ideas might encompass both walls and floors, or you could 
combine kitchen wall tiles with wood or other flooring for a room that’s both 
practical and elegant.  

https://www.homesandgardens.com/author/lara-sargent
https://www.homesandgardens.com/spaces/decorating/kitchen-tile-ideas-202975


Our selection includes kitchen wall tiles to suit all styles ready to update 
existing rooms or plan into a new design. 

 
KITCHEN WALL TILE IDEAS 

'Tiles really help to finish off a room,' says Hamish Smith, creative director 
at Ca’ Pietra, 'plus from a practical viewpoint, kitchen backsplash ideas are 
great if you find you’re a messy cook! 

PLAY SOUND 

Often when it comes to using tiles in a kitchen, we find that it allows 
customers to really elevate their design – whether it’s a chic marble subway 
tile to complement their Shaker-style kitchen or a penny mosaic that really 
pops.' 

Complete a room with these kitchen wall tile ideas. 

1. BRING ON THE BLING 
 

 

Make your kitchen wall tile ideas the 
star of the show by introducing a flash of 
metallic. Silver, bronze, gold and copper 
tiles will add a touch of luxe to any 
kitchen but work best when cabinets 
and paint color are kept neutral and 
pared back. 

‘This metallic tile has a funny story 
behind it,’ says Ashton Joseph, senior interior designer at Texas-based By 
Design Interiors. ‘I actually saw a similar, shimmery backsplash in Kris 

https://capietra.com/
https://www.homesandgardens.com/ideas/kitchen-backsplash-ideas
https://www.bydesigninteriors.com/
https://www.bydesigninteriors.com/


Kardashian’s kitchen when flipping through a magazine. It was perfect! I 
showed my client and she loved it. She loves bling and sparkles and happened 
to be a big Kardashian fan too so it really was the perfect tile for her kitchen so 
I’d say the design is “celebrity-inspired”.’ 
The result was nearly an exact match, a stainless steel brick mosaic with a 
matte finish from Thorntree. 
‘The homeowner’s style is very chic, transitional with a love of clean lines, 
shine and bling,’ adds the designer. ‘For the kitchen, I wanted to keep with a 
sleek and open concept to allow for larger family and social gatherings. It’s 
open-facing floor plan definitely allows the shimmery backsplash to be the 
star of the room.’ 

2. INTRODUCE SUBTLE PATTERN 
 

 
If you’re looking for white kitchen backsplash ideas to keep the room feeling 
as bright and spacious as possible, or want to team darker cabinets and 
countertops with pale kitchen wall tile ideas, why not opt for a white tile 
decorated with a subtle pattern or texture? 

https://thorntreeslate.com/
https://www.homesandgardens.com/ideas/white-kitchen-backsplash-ideas


These large format wall tiles feature an ultra fine geo print that is almost 
feminine in form, creating a soft design that won't overpower your space. 

3. TILE ENTIRE WALLS 
 

 
(Image credit: deVOL) 

Why stop at installing a backsplash? Tiles are an amazingly practical surface 
for kitchens, so consider covering entire walls with your favorite tile, not just 
around the sink and cooking area. Wall tiles are easy to maintain, hygienic and 
can create a serious style statement when used in statement block colors. 
These handmade ceramic tiles in Emerald Green (part of a kitchen in the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan in New York) add a fresh and spirited backdrop 
against the deep pink and navy blue cupboards.  
‘Tiles, like wallpaper, are a great way to add texture, color and pattern to large 
areas of a room,’ says Helen Parker, creative director at deVOL. ‘We love to 
expand the tiled areas and extend them away from just the cooking area and 
make feature walls. Tiling up to the ceiling and down to the floor, and even 
behind glazed cupboards, has much more impact. It’s always good to try to 
avoid having an area of tiles that just stops short of a corner – the sides of tiles 

https://homesandgardens.com/advice/how-to-install-a-backsplash
https://www.devolkitchens.co.uk/


can be difficult to obscure in an attractive way so covering whole walls avoids 
this problem.’ 

4. SCALE DOWN WITH A BACKSPLASH  

 
(Image credit: Future/Jake Curtis) 

The size of a backsplash can allow the use of a more expensive design because 
of its modest size, keeping kitchen tile costs within budget. 
Hamish Smith agrees. 'If you’re in search of the tiniest bit of your home to tile, 
a backsplash is a sure-fire bet. They take little time to lay, little cost to source, 
and still have real stage presence.' 

This backsplash adds character to a rustic kitchen scheme through its use of 
charming Delft-stye blue patterns. 

https://www.homesandgardens.com/advice/kitchen-tile-costs


5. MATCH TILES TO THE COUNTERTOP 

 
(Image credit: Lundhs) 

Stone countertops are often top of a homeowner’s wishlist, so why not 
continue the look with kitchen wall tiles made from the same material? Tiles 
made from 100 per cent natural stone are heatproof and easy to maintain so 
spot on for backsplashes and hardworking zones of the kitchen. A slab stone 
splashback is pared back and simple but these brick-shaped tiles – made from 
larvikite, a black igneous rock with shimmering crystals – are laid in a 
herringbone pattern to create sophsticated drama that won’t date. 

‘The natural stone is completely resistant to water, stains, scratches and UV,’ 
says Hege Lundh, marketing and business development director at Lundhs. 
‘They are also extremely durable and easy to clean, just needing a simple wipe 
with a damp cloth – so perfect for kitchen surfaces.’  

6. WRAP THE ROOM IN SUBWAY TILE 

https://lundhsrealstone.com/uk


 
(Image credit: Future/Brent Darby) 

Subway (or metro) tile is a super smart option if you're looking for 
subtle kitchen wall decor ideas. Easy and affordable, it lends an air of no-
nonsense to a space, while retaining a truly classic look.  
Hang subway kitchen wall tiles on a backsplash or a feature wall, or tile the 
entire kitchen in simple white subway tiles for an elegant yet traditional vibe. 

'My top tip is colored grout,' suggests Rodrigo Moeno Masey, director 
at Moreno Masey. 'Pair your tiles with a dark grout, or even a bold color - not 
only is this much more resistant to staining, but it adds a splash of uniqueness 
and fun.' 

https://www.homesandgardens.com/ideas/kitchen-wall-decor-ideas
https://morenomasey.com/


7. OPT FOR CLASHING KITCHEN WALL TILE 
PATTERNS 

 
(Image credit: CTD Tiles) 

Patterned tiles will add masses of character to a simple kitchen design. Don’t 
be afraid to use two different patterns in the same room but stick to the same 
palette of colors to tie the look together. In this kitchen, detailed floral floor 
tiles are offset by a striking backsplash in modern geometrics with a 3D effect. 
By using the same black, white and gray tonal color palette, the kitchen 
remains cool and classic rather than overly fussy.  

‘Whether chosen to create an eye-catching backsplash or a focal feature floor, 
pattern is finding its place in the kitchen,’ says Amanda Telford of CTD Tiles. 
‘Opt for muted monochrome palettes to contrast darker cabinetry and walls.’ 

8. ADD WARMTH WITH COLOR 

https://www.ctdtiles.co.uk/


 
(Image credit: Atlas Ceramics) 

If you have white or neutral coloured kitchen cabinet ideas in mind, you can 
afford to be a little more adventurous than usual with your kitchen wall tile 
ideas.  
Choose a rich pink shade to add instant warmth to a neutral scheme. If you're 
not keen on tiling the entire wall, go halfway up instead – like an extended 
backsplash – using simple plain tiles to allow the rich color to dominate. 

https://www.homesandgardens.com/ideas/kitchen-cabinet-ideas


9. FALL FOR SUNNY YELLOW KITCHEN WALL 
TILES 

 
(Image credit: Fired Earth) 

Bring the holiday mood back home with a sunshine yellow tile that won’t fail 
to cheer up the kitchen. These tiles are inspired by vibrant wall tiles often 
seen in the bars and cafés of Spain and Mexico and have a rippled edge with a 
gently undulating surface to create the look of a handmade product. There is a 
subtle crazing to the glazed surface which needs sealing before use. 

‘Sunshine yellow tiles, such as our Carnival Oro tiles, are perfect for kitchens, 
injecting fresh and uplifting color,’ says Colin Roby-Welford, Fired Earth’s 
creative director. ‘Yellows look clean and vibrant as a backdrop to appliances 
and they work really well with a wide palette of colors – from blues, greens 
and greys to shades of wood and stone – so they’re exceptionally versatile, 

https://www.firedearth.com/


too. Opt for a bright white grout to enhance the fresh and zesty feel that 
yellow brings to the kitchen.’ 

10. EXPERIMENT WITH SHAPE AND TONE

(Image credit: Future/Davide Lovatti) 

Don't forget, not all tiles are square or rectangular. Expand your search to 
include hexagons, pentagons, mosaics and so on. Once hung, an unusually-
shaped tile creates a beautiful pattern just on its own. 

You can create a more detailed pattern by selection a range of tiles in a 
selection of varied shades - natural stone is a great choice here. 



11. SWAP MATTE FOR SUBTLE SHIMMER

(Image credit: Tile Club) 

For smaller kitchens, sticking to a neutral color palette might help enhance 
natural light and create the illusion of more space. To prevent the design from 
looking too sterile, play around with textures and introduce wall tiles with a 
subtle shine or gloss. 

These mother of pearl hexagon tiles are made from real seashell and give off a 
delicate, iridescent glow while maintaining the fresh, uplifting color scheme. 



12. BRING DRAMA TO THE SPACE WITH A 
FEATURE WALL 

 
(Image credit: Ca'Pietra) 

 
 

Love a colourful or boldly patterned tile but worried it may overpower the 
space?  

Treat tiles as you would wallpaper – if you're concerned that your choice of 
tile might be too much, try it in a small section with extra height that covers 
half of the wall above the countertop, or using the tile on a section of wall, 
much like a feature wall.  

'As well as being ultra-practical and easy to clean, a tiled feature area brings 
colour, pattern and even unusual shapes to these hardworking zones,' 
explains Hamish from Ca'Pietra.   

As this green kitchen tiled wall is beside the window, the natural light ensures 
the deep color remains vivid thanks to the daylight shining in through the 
window, which reflects on the glossy surface of the tiles. 

https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fcat.fr.eu.criteo.com%2Fm%2Fdelivery%2Fckn.php%3Fcppv%3D3%26cpp%3DclClj35HdHNzJAYvHYDiryW_KlQuRb1Vei6QATVflk9hVWycw0yGPoM3zE7oRe39MJccdZG4voDDVUSy4jextSGGlDjgobfALh1rBAAjhcfOhPXOf-gkf3fVHLQNsEQcQdVlOtaA5hpgJwk0_XoD91gso0uws2-DiFAh04Xrc73mdRepu1fluwjpC0e9RWlTzmzs3Y9icIstnTLv2iVMzcyze-RtY3azKRJ8alzP0Kqo-oRQuNI43IqDDfe881MUYo4aIz3S4JHnyG1zTOoS2URbSnQpOneT8xwmvq-QNH0coBQdgjeCCfAiP8oKfIxbQ_qNYcP7iYb1HuH16JUXo0solwk_LxOQ_uNjxy26bEtKUPR73gulrAXBRpJAyRs7Vz0do1DRxVDanuTmVkG--jRsV31Fc543oVarH4cwLdfnA1PWxqF2jDirQGSd7YzW-u0rQv4pCQAxCBuwoaSSQFznUUU6jdM4L10A7c8lg2xzGYx_6Hi4WDemvLfHHd1H7tG54PbJgbYQInKkdF7oXOmrF0w%26maxdest%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Flr.app.link%252Fcriteo-feed%253F%252524deeplink_path%253Dlaredoute%25253A%25252F%25252F%25253Fa%25253D350228044%2526%252524fallback_url%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Ftrk.lgw.io%25252Frkt%25252F55682%25252FMzUwMjI4MDQ0%25252FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGFyZWRvdXRlLmNvLnVrL3BwZHAvcHJvZC0zNTAyMjgwNDQuYXNweA%25253D%25253D%2526cod%253DCriteo-New-Customers-Fashion-Lower_Funnel%2526rmatt%253Dtsid%253A1038127%7Ecid%253A178102%7Ecgid%253A17810213423197%7Ecrid%253A%2526utm_source%253DCriteo%2526utm_campaign%253DCriteo-New-Customers-Fashion-Lower_Funnel&pr=1.004999&bc=AAABf9VDl5GgY1bLj3izpQUlOsAAgzB5ADSprg%3D%3D&aid=13492856384019483171670&bmid=2711&biid=6799&sid=66&brid=6579&adid=9109217_&crid=-1&ts=1648550450&bcud=1500&ss=7&cb=75169
https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fcat.fr.eu.criteo.com%2Fm%2Fdelivery%2Fckn.php%3Fcppv%3D3%26cpp%3DclClj35HdHNzJAYvHYDiryW_KlQuRb1Vei6QATVflk9hVWycw0yGPoM3zE7oRe39MJccdZG4voDDVUSy4jextSGGlDjgobfALh1rBAAjhcfOhPXOf-gkf3fVHLQNsEQcQdVlOtaA5hpgJwk0_XoD91gso0uws2-DiFAh04Xrc73mdRepu1fluwjpC0e9RWlTzmzs3Y9icIstnTLv2iVMzcyze-RtY3azKRJ8alzP0Kqo-oRQuNI43IqDDfe881MUYo4aIz3S4JHnyG1zTOoS2URbSnQpOneT8xwmvq-QNH0coBQdgjeCCfAiP8oKfIxbQ_qNYcP7iYb1HuH16JUXo0solwk_LxOQ_uNjxy26bEtKUPR73gulrAXBRpJAyRs7Vz0do1DRxVDanuTmVkG--jRsV31Fc543oVarH4cwLdfnA1PWxqF2jDirQGSd7YzW-u0rQv4pCQAxCBuwoaSSQFznUUU6jdM4L10A7c8lg2xzGYx_6Hi4WDemvLfHHd1H7tG54PbJgbYQInKkdF7oXOmrF0w%26maxdest%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Flr.app.link%252Fcriteo-feed%253F%252524deeplink_path%253Dlaredoute%25253A%25252F%25252F%25253Fa%25253D350228044%2526%252524fallback_url%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Ftrk.lgw.io%25252Frkt%25252F55682%25252FMzUwMjI4MDQ0%25252FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGFyZWRvdXRlLmNvLnVrL3BwZHAvcHJvZC0zNTAyMjgwNDQuYXNweA%25253D%25253D%2526cod%253DCriteo-New-Customers-Fashion-Lower_Funnel%2526rmatt%253Dtsid%253A1038127%7Ecid%253A178102%7Ecgid%253A17810213423197%7Ecrid%253A%2526utm_source%253DCriteo%2526utm_campaign%253DCriteo-New-Customers-Fashion-Lower_Funnel&pr=1.004999&bc=AAABf9VDl5GgY1bLj3izpQUlOsAAgzB5ADSprg%3D%3D&aid=13492856384019483171670&bmid=2711&biid=6799&sid=66&brid=6579&adid=9109217_&crid=-1&ts=1648550450&bcud=1500&ss=7&cb=75169
https://www.homesandgardens.com/ideas/green-kitchen-ideas


13. PAIR WITH A PRETTY WALLPAPER 

 
(Image credit: Divine Savages) 

If you thought wallpaper wasn’t for the kitchen, think again. The key is to 
offset with wall tiles in well-used areas so the wallpaper is protected from 
water, steam, grease and grime. This flamboyant tropical pattern, in chalky 
pink and charcoal, is packed with personality that will elevate an ordinary 
kitchen into something special. 

‘We sourced these pink marshmallow tiles for our own “kitschen”, then 
designed the Coral Crane Fonda wallpaper especially for them,’ explains Jamie 
Watkins, co-founder of wallpaper brand Divine Savages. ‘Restricting the 
wallpaper to a two-tone color palette helps to keep the design understated; at 
the same time the bold design adds both pattern and personality.’ 

 

 

https://divinesavages.com/


14. SOFTEN DEEP SHADES 

 

 
(Image credit: Fired Earth) 

Black and white kitchens are proving to be a popular new trend right now, yet 
it can be tricky to get the balance of color right in the space without it looking 
too harsh or funerial. 
Here, the large format slate tile provides a practical backsplash, which then 
continues down the wall either side of the cabinetry to act as a visual buffer 
for the jet black painted walls and matching furniture.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.homesandgardens.com/ideas/black-and-white-kitchen-ideas


15. TILE THE SIDE OF AN ISLAND 

 
(Image credit: Bert & May/Cathy Emmins/Chris Snook) 

Tiling vertical surfaces in the kitchen doesn’t have to be restricted to walls 
and backsplashes. Cladding the sides of islands and peninsulas will elevate 
this part of the kitchen into a real design feature. Patterned tiles work 
particularly well – use a tonal palette that harmonizes with the cabinets and 
countertops. Here, a reclaimed tile with a swirled pattern and weathered 
finish has been used to upgrade a plain peninsula and ties in with the other 
natural materials (brick, metal, leather, etc). 

‘Interior designer, Cathy Emmins, used our reclaimed tiles on the kitchen 
island, rather than a wall or flooring, to create a focal point and add some wow 
factor to the room,’ explains Ruth Webber, Bert & May’s creative director. ‘The 
vintage feel of the tiles worked well with the rest of the property, creating 
something that felt authentic, rather than manufactured.’  

https://www.cathyemminsinteriors.com/
https://www.bertandmay.com/


16. REVAMP EXISTING TILES WITH PAINT 

 
(Image credit: Future/Jon Day) 

If you need a temporary fix, want to save, or can't find the tiles you love, why 
not try painting your existing kitchen tiles? Depending on what material 
they're made from, they can be easily painted in a color (or colors) of your 
choice.  

The majority of paint companies carry a specially formulated primer that you 
can use on a variety of materials, which you can then follow up with a paint 
color of your choosing.  

'Our all-surface primer, called Intelligent ASP, allows you to use our finishes 
on a number of surfaces, including ceramic tiles, for an instant refresh,' 
explains Ruth Mottershead, creative director of Little Greene. 'It provides the 
perfect surface on just about all walls, tiles and glass for an instant update.' 

 

https://www.littlegreene.com/


17. INTRODUCE CURVES 

 
(Image credit: Tile Giant) 

Soft curves, rounded edges and circular motifs are big interior news. Bring the 
look into the kitchen with a statement backsplash of teardrop or fish-scale 
tiles.  

‘Using colored or patterned tiles on a single wall in the kitchen will bring 
personality to the heart of the home,’ says Kamila Swiatecka of Tile Giant. 
‘Make the style distinctive and playful by using different shaped tiles such as 
hexagons or teardrops to create a beautiful, mosaic-like feature.’ 
‘Kitchens tend to have strong horizontal and vertical lines created by cabinets, 
countertops, shelving and appliances, so tiles can be a great way of 
accentuating that linear feel or introducing a geometric contrast,’ says Colin 
Roby-Welford. ‘For example, tiles such as hexagonal, triangular or penny 
round mosaics will really stand out against classic lines.’ 

 

 

https://www.tilegiant.co.uk/


18. CREATE A DIFFERENT LAYOUT 

 
(Image credit: Original Style) 

A subway tile doesn't necessarily have to be hung horizontally. Try 
experimenting with a variety of different layouts in your kitchen wall tile 
ideas to create a whole new look.  

'You could look at brick-bond, vertical stacking or herringbone,' suggest 
Ca'Pietra's creative director, Hamish Smith. 

'While picking the tile is important, it’s also really important to consider the 
other elements too so that it all comes together beautifully,' he adds. 

 

 

 

 



19. BE SUSTAINABLE 

 
(Image credit: Stone & Ceramic Warehouse) 

Make a sustainable choice for kitchen wall tiles. These recycled glass mosaics 
in a pale rose shade are restful and striking and, importantly, will encourage a 
more circular economy by not using up the earth’s natural resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20. TRY A TEENY, TINY TILE 

 
(Image credit: Ca'Pietra) 

Mosaics offer a far more delicate touch when decorating a wall, creating 
simple repetitive patterns around their small individual shapes.  

Best reserved for more compact areas like a backsplash, they tend to create a 
subtle, yet confident look in a kitchen. 
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